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              Tollcross Community Council   
Draft Minutes Wednesday 22 February 2023 7.00 pm
AT TOLLCROSS COMMUNITY CENTRE 
1.       Welcome and Apologies – 

Present:   Richard Allen (Chair), Paul Beswick (Treasurer), Iain Black, Roger Colkett, Tim Puntis. 

Apologies: Fiona Allen, Donald Craig. Andy Devenport, Gillian Martin.
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
There were no declarations of interests.

2. Police Matters  
All considered it unsatisfactory that we have no police presence or summary of activity in our area.

RA stated that we still need to liaise so that we have police representation at our meetings despite our area overlapping parts of several police areas and perhaps we need to approach our councillors.
IB pointed out there were now fewer officers

PB is putting the local police reports on the website but they cover a much larger area.

RC suggested that we should get more involved with the SE Locality which may well deal with local police matters.

There was a general concurrence about our appearing to be unconnected with our Locality arrangements. We also appear to have little connection to our Neighbourhood Network which seem to be a subdivision of the larger Localities.
3.       Minutes of the meeting held on 25 January 2023
Corrections:
Item 9 – Planning. PB There was an application for a student residence(80beds) on Lower Gilmore Place which we objected to on grounds of high student numbers locally.
Item 9 – Licensing. RC has concerns about interim licenses being granted for cafes whilst applications are dealt with. TXCC is not informed and once the application is being dealt with the premises are already stocked and selling alcohol. These interim licenses are different to temporary licenses such as for festival events.

That the minutes were a true record was proposed by roger Colkett and seconded by Iain Black and agreed as a true record by the meeting.

Matters Arising: None
4.  Tollcross CC Matters

RA – We are still looking for a secretary. 
Website/Twitter/emails/google group:

PB explained that the website is being updated with minutes and agendas and local events and reports such as from the police are being added. He asked for more contributions from members.
RA suggested we need to be on Twitter.

PB explained it was simple and we needed to persuade someone to deal with it.

TP and IB – the lack of material on twitter may be about who we are following.

PB The emails, info@ and treasure@ are regularly monitored and we do respond to queries via the web site. We have recently responded to a neighbouring CC and a resident with problems with STLs around her.

IB felt that the google group should be abandoned and all concurred.
5. CEC councilors Comments and Questions
Elected councillors for central ward:

Cllr Margaret Graham, Cllr Finlay McFarlane, Cllr Claire Miller, Cllr Joanna Mowat.

No Councillors were present. Budget pressures today may be the reason.

This led to a discussion on council services and local and national taxation.

6.     Planning Report
Report provided via email by PB on 16 Feb 2023
We have objected to these STLs in our area - they have shared entrances and shared stairs.

These are;

1. 221 Webster’s Land

2. Flat 8, 27 Castle Terrace

3. 1F1, 14 Upper Grove Place

4. Flat 2, 6 Castle Terrace

5. Flat 1, 35 Gilmore Place

6. Flat 11, 1B Grassmarket

7. Flat 4, 14 High Riggs

8. 2F2 2 Drumdryan Street

9. 515 Webster’s land

10. 18 1B Grassmarket

11. 2F1 87 Bruntsfield Place

12. Flat 29 29 Kings Stables Road

13. 608 Webster’s Land

14. 216 Webster’s Land

15. Flat 1, 2 Gardner’s Crescent

16. 1F2 76 Grassmarket

1, 3, 5, 6 and 8 have been refused, 7 and 10 have been withdrawn and the others are pending. 

So far, none that we have objected to have been approved although some are still pending. The refusal for 8, 2F2 Drumdryan Street has appealed and will go to a local review.

Applications for STLs are continuing to come in from areas around us; Merchiston, Dalry, Old Town, West End, Marchmont and Southside. The Council seems to be regularly refusing applications on stairs. However, the numbers coming in do not match the far greater number of properties advertised on the various platforms. The deadline for applications has been put back to October so this year’s festivals will still have access to thousands of Edinburgh’s flats.

The festivals are putting pressure on to relax the STL rules for festivals. This could undermine the whole policy intended to return flats to the long-term rental market. We need to resist these ‘loopholes’.

Other Planning Applications

1. Change from retail(Electron Wheels) to Class 3 (Chinese restaurant) at 137 Lauriston Place. Tollcross planning guidance not applicable.

2. Renewal of consent for moorings for boat hotel accommodation (5 boats) at Union Canal, west of Viewforth Bridge. The consent was previously granted on appeal.

Planning Decisions

1. Appeal of refusal for Tynecastle School to student residence upheld.
2. Applications for Commercial advertising structures around Edinburgh on pavements and in Squares. We have objected to the 2 in our area; Morrison St. and Festival Square on the grounds of street clutter and obstacles for pedestrians. These have been granted. There was a deal in place with Culture committee for these to advertise events in Edinburgh.

3. Application for massive new Film House in Festival Square now withdrawn.
7. Licensing Report (RC)
There were 2 alcohol license applications; One was for a café in Home Street and the other was for Castle Park Guest House at 75 Gilmore Place. RC felt that we should not object to either and the meeting concurred.
9.   AOCB
RA gave an update on the King’s theatre. It has been in the news that the project has run out of money. The CEC had agreed to fund a further £4m as the refurbishments had proceeded so for that to abandon them now would lose the council money. RA and others have been invited to view progress at the theatre.
                                   Date of next meeting 29 March 2023
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