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gffg              Tollcross Community Council   
Draft Minutes Wednesday 29 June 2022 7.00 pm
BY ZOOM
1.       Welcome and Apologies – 

Present:   Richard Allen(Chair), Paul Beswick(Treasurer), Iain Black, Donald Craig, Roger Colkett, Andy Devenport, Gillian Martin, Tim Puntis, Liz Summerfield . 

CEC Councillors: Cllr Margaret Graham

Members of the public: Teresa Fernandes, Andy Follis, Jane Robinson 

Apologies: Fiona Allen, Cllr Finlay McFarlane, Cllr Claire Miller, Cllr Joanna Mowat, Stuart Tooley.

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
There were no declarations of interests.

2.       Minutes of the meeting held on 30 March 2022
There were no corrections.
That the minutes were a true record was proposed by Iain Black and seconded by Gillian Martin and agreed as a true record by the meeting.

      Matters Arising: None
3.      Tollcross Matters
Community Council posts 
We still need to find a secretary and this has some urgency 

Website, social media, email and googlegroup
PB info@tollcrosscc.org.uk is now being monitored.

AF  The website has a lot of feeds which should but are not being updated. The front page should be more static with just a few important links that are kept up to date. The website should probably be simplified.
DC  Perhaps we could get a student/s interested in the website upkeep.

Engagement Information
LS has been liaising with the police and we may expect reports fairly soon. She has increased the spread of where our meetings are advertised and is considering more, such as Meadows pages. We need someone to be active on refreshing the website.
4. CEC councilors Comments and Questions
Elected councillors for central ward:

Cllr Margaret Graham, Cllr Finlay McFarlane, Cllr Claire Miller, Cllr Joanna Mowat.

Cllr Graham attended our meeting for the first time. She is on the Licensing Board so some licensing discussions would be curtailed.
RC asked if there was any news on the licensing forum and Cllr Graham will find out.

AD stated that progress was needed on arranging the walkabout which got lost during elections. Officials would need to see the problems with traffic infringements and how bins were handled, hoping the review might solve some of the latter problems.
IB and GM pointed out the poor siting of emptied bins, sometimes hindering pedestrians. IB has reported problems on the council web site but has little confidence of this producing solutions.
IB reported a persistent fire alarm on Earl Grey Street but this is probably now in hand.

Cllr Graham noted our concerns and will try to find out the timescale for the new cleansing system.
5.     Planning Report provided via email by PB on 24 June 2022
Applications for STLs coming thick and fast. We just need to see what the council policy is. We cannot look into them all.

There continues the trend of changing retail to food and drink across the city.

These 3 BT Hubs refused. AND Refusals all over town.

1. 22/01526/ADV (Advert Consent) Illuminated, LED digital screens. at Phone Box Morrison Link Edinburgh British Telecommunications Plc., BT Headquarters 81 Newgate Street London EC1A 7AJ Delegated Decision REFUSED 24 May 2022 Community Council: West End 

2. 22/01515/ADV (Advert Consent) Illuminated LED digital display at By 71 Morrison Street Morrison Street Edinburgh British Telecommunications Plc., 81 Newgate Street London EC1A 7AJ Delegated Decision REFUSED 24 May 2022 Community Council: Tollcross 

3. 22/01516/FUL (Planning Permission) Remove 2x phone boxes and install Street Hub at By 71 Morrison Street Morrison Street Edinburgh British Telecommunications Plc., 81 Newgate Street London EC1A 7AJ Local Delegated Decision REFUSED 24 May 2022 Community Council: Tollcross

LED digital displays, one either side of the unit. at Proposed Telecomms Apparatus Fountainbridge Tollcross Edinburgh 22/02880/ADV Solutions 30. FAO: Callum McKenna Centrum House 38 Queen Street Glasgow G1 3DX British Telecommunications Plc., BT Headquarters 81 Newgate Street London EC1A 7AJ Delegated Decision Registered on: 31/05/2022 Comments Due by 21.06.2022 Local1 Team planning.local1@e dinburgh.gov.uk Community Council: Tollcross Advertisements

The removal of 2 No. existing phone kiosks and the installation of 1 No. BT Street Hub. at Proposed Telecomms Apparatus Fountainbridge Tollcross Edinburgh 22/02882/FUL Solutions 30. FAO: Callum McKenna Centrum House 38 Queen Street Glasgow G1 3DX British Telecommunications Plc., BT Headquarters 81 Newgate Street London EC1A 7AJ Delegated Decision Registered on: 31/05/2022 Comments Due by 07.07.2022 Local1 Team planning.local1@e dinburgh.gov.uk Community Council: Tollcross Telecommunications

World Heritage Site Listed Category: B West End Conservation Area Change of use from use class 1 to use class 3 (food and drink).(dessert parlour ) at 129 - 131 Lothian Road Edinburgh EH3 9AD 22/02750/FUL Studio Jayga Architects FAO: Abul Mahdi. Studio Jayga Architects Studio Jayga Architects 124 City Road London EC1V 2NX SKM Desserts Ltd., Mr Shameem Mohammed. 129 Lothian Rd Edinburgh Scotland EH3 9AD Delegated Decision Registered on: 03/06/2022 Site Notice posted on: 24/06/2022 Advertised on: 24/06/2022 Comments Due by 15.07.2022 Local1 Team planning.local1@e dinburgh.gov.uk Community Council: Tollcross Other Development. Currently a hairdressers – class 1, same as retail. This not a covered address in the Tollcross plan like the one below but is in area of overprovision of food and drink., so is unlikely to be refused.

22/00985/FUL (Planning Permission) Change of use from class 1 shop / cafe to class 3 restaurant and Installation of twin external flue extractor pipes to rear of property with internal alterations to form kitchen and dIsabled person's toilet. at 12 - 14 Earl Grey Street Edinburgh EH3 9BN Ms C Laidlaw-Koufou., 12 - 14 Earl Grey Street Edinburgh EH3 9BN Local Delegated Decision REFUSED 17 June 2022 Community Council: Tollcross  WE Objected           Pulp and Grind

All applications by Underbelly and Assembly in George and Bristo Squares approved rapidly.

NOTIFICATION OF NOTICE OF REVIEW Name: Ms Lowry Site: 112 Viewforth Edinburgh EH10 4LN Description: Formation of new car parking space, alterations to boundary wall, erection of iron railings, gate and erection of cycle shed. Planning Application: 21/06535/FUL 
We objected and it was refused but have appealed for local review - on 31 August.

The meeting decided we would object to the loss of retail and overprovision of food and drink outlets at 129 Lothian Road.

7.     Licensing Report (RC)
RC -The two alcohol licenses applied for in a large area on the top floor of two large blocks of ‘build to rent’ flats on Drysdale Gate and McEwen Walk were continued at the last meeting. It now appears that the bars will not be open to the public but only for residents, signed in guests and residents’ functions. Therefore, our concerns are assuaged. 
A small new restaurant at 119 Lothian Road has applied for an on and off sales alcohol license. RC is concerned about a permanent license for off sales and about possible delivered ‘meals’ from the restaurant.
GM felt the latter was not a problem and had always experienced age verification at delivery.
The meeting decided we should object on grounds of overprovision.

8. Adjustment of Community Council Membership
Two current Community Councillors (Laura Hehir and Mustafizur Rahman) have not attended for well over a year, with no apologies provided and according to the rules, the meeting considered that they were now automatically disqualified as community councillors. There was no dissent.

Co-option of new Community Councillor;

Tim Puntis, present at the meeting, was unanimously co-opted as a new Community Councillor. He was welcomed by the meeting.

9.   AOCB
RA reported that the Canal Festival was a good success.
AD mentioned that the Meadows Festival was a great success – unusually brilliant weather.

Cllr Graham informed us that the 4 Councillors would make an arrangement about attending our meetings.

There was a discussion about whether to have Zoom, live or hybrid meetings; the latter would depend on available technology. Not all wanted to abandon Zoom entirely just yet so hybrid meetings should be investigated.
AD felt as it would be 2 months to the next meeting, then we should not wait so long to pursue the reinstatement of Tollcross clock.

                                   Date of next meeting August 31 2022

                                                          (no July Meeting)
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