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Introduction
This report reviews the opportunities for development of boat moorings along the east end of 
the Union Canal, Edinburgh. It indicates a mix of mooring types that will help build a diverse 
community of users of the shared water space; commercial, visitor, residential, operational, hotel 
boats, charity/community and leisure moorings. New moorings establish a strong waterway 
community and can include residential moorings where residential amenity can be achieved 
and the existing local amenity and the environment will not be compromised.

This report should be read in conjunction with the City of Edinburgh Council’s Union Canal 
Strategy, 2011 which it takes as its reference point. One of the aims and objectives from that 
earlier strategy was to present oppurtunities for development along the length of the Union 
Canal in particular at the areas defined as ‘canal hubs’, seven of which fall within the scope of 
this report (located between Harrison Park and Lochrin Basin). 

Key site plans of the canal hub areas from the Edinburgh Union Canal Strategy 2011 are 
included included in the appendix  to this report.

The Strategy noted the following principles for canal development:. Canal side and waterway 
developments should:

• Respect the setting of the canal as a scheduled ancient monument
• Accept that the waterway, towing path and environs are an integral part of the public 

realm of new waterside development in terms of both design and management
• Treat the canal as a space and leisure and commercial resource in its own right not just a 

setting or backdrop for development.
• Be orientated so that of buildings optimise views of the water, generate natural 

surveillance of water space, and encourage and improve access to, along and from the 
water.

• Be designed to include for water-based development, use and enhancement.
• Maintain or provide public access to the canal edge and towpath and enhance access 

for pedestrians, cyclists, canoeists, rowers and boaters.
• Encourage the creation of canal side communities with a range of complementary uses 

and space for activity
• Strike a balance between the range of mooring types and between mobile and static 

commercial boats.
• Include designs which enhance biodiversity value e.g. green roofs, sustainable urban 

drainage systems, vegetated areas which link to the canal and new buildings including 
nestboxes for species such as swallows and house martins.
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This Report takes the Edinburgh union canal strategy 2011, as its reference and shows the 
evolving plan for more moorings. See Appendix A.

An outcome from the 2011 canal report was a wish to create wider zones for passing places to allow pedestrians and cyclists usage of the 
towpath. This study makes allowances for a number of passing places along the towpath. 
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Appendix A1
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Appendix  
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Appendix  B1
‘Canal Hubs’ - Edinburgh’s Canal Strategy 2011
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