Tollcross Community Council
Notice of Meeting and Agenda
28th March 2018
7pm Tollcross Community centre
Room 4

Members of the public who live in the Tollcross Community Council area are
very welcome to attend our meetings (see map of area on inside back page)
Contact Tollcross Community Council via:
http://www.tollcrosscc.org.uk/| @TollcrossCC | sec@tollcrosscc.org.uk

Agenda: 28th February 2018

Tollcross Community Council
Agenda 28th March 2018

Tollcross Community Education Centre 117 Fountainbridge
The Meeting will close at 8.30 to the public
to allow the Community Council to meet in private.
Please note we did not meet in February due to the snow.
1. Welcome & apologies –
a. AOCB
2. Declaration of interests.
3. Police matters – With local Police Scotland Community Officer.
4. Minutes 31th January 2017 –
a. Matters arising.
b. Acceptance.
5. Tollcross CC area matters:
a. Memorial for David Rintoul – Update on funding and date for unveiling – LS.
b. Data Protection progression – AB.
c. Local bin wraps – hot spots to be given more viability for 4 weeks – AB.
d. South East Locality rep – AB.
6. Councillors’ Comments & Questions.
7. Planning – PB.
8. Licensing – RC
a. Scottish Government Licensing (Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2007 Review
9. AOCB
10. End of public meeting.
11. 8.30pm – 9.00pm Private meeting of Community Council - Members of TXCC only.

Our next meeting of Tollcross Community Council is:
April 25th 2018 @ Tollcross Community Centre.

Minutes: Draft 31th January 2017

Tollcross Community Council
Minutes of Meeting of Wednesday 31 January 2018 at 7pm
Tollcross Community Centre, 117 Fountainbridge.
1. Welcome and Apologies
Present: Andrew Brough (Chair and Secretary); Fiona Allen (taking minutes); Richard Allen; Liz
Summerfield; Roger Colkett; Iain Black; Paul Beswick; Ann Wigglesworth; Andy Devenport.
Police: PC Clark and PC Coulther. CEC Councillor: None attended. Public: Callum Booth-Lewis; Sorsha
Caldwell; Andreas Wilhelm. Apologies: Cllrs Doran, Miller, Mowat. David Liddle, Michael Lister, Chris
McGregor.
The Chair welcomed everyone to the first meeting of the year.
2. AOCB - None.
4. Declaration of interests – None.
5. Police Matters – PC Clark. This past month Edinburgh Division has been focussed on solving crimes
of violence; hate crimes and protecting visitors and residents. This past month Police Scotland has been
striving to work with fairness, integrity and respect.
The past 4 weeks there have been a spate of OLP MV which always happen on Friday nights in the
Merchiston and Bruntsfield areas. One person was charged with 3 of the OLP's however there are 63
unsolved crime reports as there was insufficient to link him to the remainder of the crimes (different
MO). We are waiting on the results from a blood lift which may identify a suspect for the rest. The CPT
have been changing their shifts to do nightshifts at weekends to prevent/detect crimes. It is maybe
worth re-iterating the importance of not having valuables on display within cars.
Road Safety Initiatives (Operation Heddle)
•

2 stalls held providing road safety advice at Westside Plaza and Fountain Park

•

Patrols conducted at all schools in South West Edinburgh

•

4 static road checks conducted two alongside roads policing

•

19 speed checks

•

Push bike patrols to give advice to cyclists and one warned re a light offence

•

Regular parking and prohibited turn patrols

•

Retail car park patrols to check if there were any valuables on show within vehicles.

•

25 people provided a security walkthrough or advice.

•

15 letters will be sent out to registered keepers giving advice -

•

7 inconsiderate parking notices issued

•

6 vehicles removed due to parking or tax offences (joint patrol with DVLA/parking
attendants)

•

36 tickets issued -Three reports to PF (4 no seatbelt, 18 parking offences, 3 mobile phone, 4
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HORT1, 1 no insurance, 6 speeding and 3 other)
•

2 drink drivers

•

2 S.165 seizure (no insurance)

ASB/DRUGS Operation Screening
•

32 arrests relating to numerous offences of dishonesties, anti-social behaviour and drugs

•

5 warrant arrests

•

32 stop searches, 24 of those searches were positive

•

20 drug recoveries with an approximate value of £1200

•

Approximately £1600 cash seized as involved with dishonesties

•

10 house/shop warrants executed alongside VRU, CID, firearms, dog handlers

•

99 further interventions

Operation Winter City
• Bike theft initiative – CP advice , posters – decoy bike – bike marking
• Party Safe - students
• Business crime prevention
• Community Talks and Crime prevention Stalls
• Licensed Premises visits
• Hi Viz and targeted hotspot patrols
6. Minutes and matters arising from meeting of 29 November 2017 –
Corrections: In section 4, item 5d should be removed. Agreed.
Matters arising:
a) Air B'n'B. Efforts are continuing within Scottish Government to strengthen the legislation
relating to this problem. Andrew Brough will ask Claire Miller to obtain Andy Wightman's
briefing note on the matter.
b) The “Living Wild” event will now be 24 February 2018.
c) Bins. No further information has been forthcoming on any plans to clean the bins especially
those for food waste. There are still considerable problems with public area lighting, the lane at
Grindlay Street being particularly troublesome.
d) Book Trust Book Week Sale. Liz Summerfield thanked Fiona Allen and David Liddle for their
attendance and donations, other colleagues for their donations also, and Andy Devenport for his
transport of unsold books to the Oxfam bookshop. The event itself raised £30.
e) Concorde, Home Street late opening application. A resident has sent correspondence to the
Council but not a formal objection. The hearing will be 06 February. Guidelines will be sought as
to the hours permitted for vacating premises after closure.
The Minutes were then accepted as correct. This was proposed by Richard Allen and seconded by
Andrew Brough.

Minutes: Draft 31th January 2017

7. Tollcross area matters –
a) Street Assessment. The 220 page document appears to be a “wish list” covering 6 areas, but
will be useful to refer to in future for potential improvement projects. Paul Beswick
had raised an FOI question about the cost of the study; this had been reported at £47,000 but
this figure did not include the “matched funding”. It was agreed that TXCC is broadly
supportive of the document but disappointed not to have been consulted on taking part in the
study.
b) SUSTRANS are launching a consultation on the proposed cycleway from The Meadows
to the canal. Work is proposed to start in 2019. TXCC broadly in favour.
c) ATIK nightclub. Claire Miller is following up on the correspondence re. The bins; there
is to be a site visit to prove or disprove the issues surrounding storage of the bins. It was
also pointed out that since most of their contents will be empty bottles, the problem of
unpleasant odours from indoor storage should not arise, as they are only open 3 nights a
week.
d) TXCC has been advised of new data protection rules, and that compliance is required
by summer 2018. Richard Allen agreed to take on the initial stages.
e) Commemorative tree and plaque. The wording accepted by TXCC is as follows;
“David Ian Rintoul - Mister Tollcross
1946-2017
Croupier, Golfer and tireless advocate for Tollcross Community
Rien ne va plus.”
Estimated costs are; £140, tree, £200, plaque. Offers of donations have been received from 3
organisations and some Councillors. Liz Summerfield is to steer this initiative, and establish a
deadline for donation requests. Since the dedication ceremony will be held when the weather
improves, April/May have been suggested. Andy Devenport will consult with FOMBL if the
ceremony could be hosted along with a FOMBL meeting.
8. Councillor’s Comments & Questions –
Councillor Rankin had been on the rota to attend, but did not do so. Any questions will therefore,
with regret, be sent to his colleagues via email.
In the subsequent discussion, it was agreed that, since this was the last meeting on the current
rota, Andrew Brough will write and ask Councillors to commit to each attending 2 meetings per
year.
9. Planning –
Paul Beswick reported on the following matters:
a) 22-24 Home Street. Change to hot food takeaway. REFUSED.
b) 114 Dundee Street. GRANTED. Originally refused, overturned on appeal.
c) 4-10 Lower Gilmore Place. WITHDRAWN. BUT PPP still in place.
d) 142 Lothian Road. Erection of additional floor. Agreed to OBJECT.
e) advertising drums in Castle Terrace Car Park 2 refused. Ditto 1 in Grassmarket.
7 in other sites. Approved.
f) VASTINT. Comments due by 12 February. Concerns that housing is now “to follow”.
g) 4-11 Lower Gilmore Place, complete demolition. WITHDRAWN.
h) consultation on Developer Contributions; many and various tables, always referring
back to trams.
i) New PAN for Lower Gilmore Place on view 15.3-19.00 Thursday 01 February.
8. Licensing – Roger Colkett reported that there were no new applications. A
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situation has arisen in which GRBV will be questioning members of the Licensing
Board to establish if they have always followed correct procedures.
[www.gov.scot/Topics/Government/Finance/spfm/BestValue]
10. Licensing – Roger Colkett reported that there were no new applications.
11. South West Neighbourhood Partnership. –
Being dissolved, suggested “informal groups “may continue the work. Now being re-convened.
Discussion; there are 2 possibilities – a) create new localities or b) combine new localities
with former Neighbourhood Partnerships, the latter acting in an advisory capacity, as they
currently do with the Edinburgh Partnership. City of Edinburgh Council has until the end
of March to make this political decision.
12. AOCB –
South West Neighbourhood Partnership. – Andy Devenport suggested being possibly dissolved,
suggested “informal groups “may continue the work. Now being re-convened.
Discussion; there are 2 possibilities – a) create new localities or b) combine new localities
with former Neighbourhood Partnerships, the latter acting in an advisory capacity, as they
currently do with the Edinburgh Partnership. City of Edinburgh Council has until the end
of March to make this political decision.
Andy Devenport raised the point that current recycling actually involves material exported
to China, which is not necessarily recycled there but frequently ends up as landfill. TXCC
members are asked to contact MPs and MSPs for assurances that recycling practices will be
improved, and particularly that the new recycling plant to be built (in a coastal location) will
follow Danish best practice rather than British minimum legal requirements.
The meeting closed at 8.50 pm
Date of next meeting Wednesday 28 February 2018 at 7pm
Tollcross Community Centre

Reports and correspondence for: March 2018
Letter to planning re Lower Gilmore Place

Demolition of all buildings on site and erection of office (Class 4) and flatted residential development
with associated car parking, landscaping and public realm at 7 GF, 71F, 8, 10 , 10A And 10B Lower
Gilmore Place, Edinburgh
18/00722/FUL
Case Officer : Euan Mcmeeken 0131 529 3989 euan.mcmeeken@edinburgh.gov.uk
Dear Mr McMeechen,
Tollcross Community Council would like to object to the above applications. We
welcome the development of the site for housing. We are also keen to maintain the current view that
developments to the south of the canal should be residential in keeping with the residential nature of the
area. Our objections are about the oversized footprint of the development, the height, the loss of privacy
for local residents and the failure to address the canal and the pedestrian/cycle aspects of Lower Gilmore
Place.
The proposal has, only in part, addressed some of the objections to the withdrawn application.
1. The Oversized Footprint
The proposed footprint of the development is too large. The proposed building line abuts the boundary
of the site on three sides and on the fourth side it is close to the boundary in part. The footprint is hardly
smaller than that of the withdrawn application.
The Fountainbridge Development Brief (FDB) shows a much thinner building and states that there
should be amenity space to the rear and that a development should protect residential amenity. The
proposal has a very small amenity space to the rear, much of which is a small car park. The applicant
states that it complies with the FDB but the FDB shows on p7 that the building should occupy about 35%
of the space whereas the proposal is to have a building occupying about 60% of the space.
The Urban Design Panel report at the PAN stage suggested that the scale of the proposal was too large
and the current proposals have not taken sufficient account of that. The panel also stated that the
proposal should acknowledge the village-like character of Lower Gilmore Place and that the proposal
provides poor amenity space, particularly in terms of overshadowing. This latest development has only
changed a little from the withdrawn proposal. Essentially, this proposal is for an over-development and
an example of urban cramming.
The developers attempt to use a roof garden (i.e. a 6th floor) as an excuse for not providing enough
amenity space at the ground floor but this just makes the loss of amenity of local residents even worse.
This argument for filling a site without enough space around it for amenity space/improved public realm
should be rejected.
2. The Height of the Development
The proposal is also too high at four storeys with some structures above this height. The FDP gives a
proposed maximum height of 10m at the eaves and 13m at the ridge whereas the proposed flat roof is
well above the eaves height of 10m with the stair structure above 13m. The minimum height appears to
be about 12.5m. Having a roof garden is the same as having another floor and its use, with plants and
furniture, should not be ignored in the height. There is a very good case for a maximum of three storeys.
The Urban design Panel also make the point about it being too dominant and not maintaining the villagelike character.
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The developers suggest that the height of Fountain Court apartments broached the FDB so they also
should be allowed to. This is untrue as that development was approved in 2001 (revised in 2003) so the
FDB was approved and amended after these dates (2004/2005) and in particular, with the knowledge of
the height of Fountain Court.
3. The Loss of Privacy
The height, along with the footprint, exacerbates the loss of privacy of local residents as does the design
of the buildings. As stated above, the Urban Design Panel also consider these aspects as contributing to a
loss of privacy and the FDB states that the design should protect neighbouring residential amenity. To
have balconies and windows of living space facing the back and overlooking neighbour’s gardens is
unnecessary and unacceptable. The proposal has windows and balconies facing north, overlooking the
canal and these would seem adequate. Furthermore, to have a roof garden on top of the 5th floor and
above part of level 1 and 3 which makes the loss of privacy even worse. The two new residential
developments along the canal at Rope Walk and Horne Terrace have addressed these issues with either
no windows to the back or small, non-living space windows to the back. In both cases, all balconies and
large windows face north to the canal.
Reducing the height, not pushing the footprint towards the southern boundary and creating amenity
space at ground level instead of on top, plus removing south facing balconies, would ameliorate all these
problems. In fact that is exactly as the FDP envisaged.
4. The Canal and Local Area
The first planning application in the FDB area (the Arnold Clarke site) was rejected and the rejection was
upheld by the Scottish Government Reporter. His main reason was that the development did not address
the canal. The point he made was that developers gain financially from having a waterside position and
therefore they must make a contribution to the environs of the canal. In this proposal, this idea is ruled
out on the basis that the canal is across the road. This is not an acceptable position.
The proposal makes no contribution to the urban realm and the importance of this road with its villagelike character. The road is a major pedestrian and cycle route and is part of local and national routes (The
John Muir Way). There should be a plan to improve the street with wider pavements and general
decluttering. There is no contribution to public amenity and very little contribution to the private amenity
(only the roof).
5. Fountainbridge Development Brief
Local people invested a lot of time and effort over the consultations for the FDB and we feel that once
that was finally agreed then it should be adhered to. When developments are allowed to ignore the
development brief, then locals feel that the consultation was meaningless
For the above reasons, we ask that this application be rejected unless the issues are addressed.
Paul Beswick
Theatre Bus on Meadows for Festival.
You may remember that I asked for thoughts on the theatre bus being on the Meadows for 13 days
during the festival. I only received two emails back one mostly for and one most against. I as well as
others on the distribution list asked for more information including night time security, the bar details
and toilets etc. – on balance I send the email below:
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Hi Hannah,
Thanks for the extra information provided. We are supportive that the event is under two weeks. Our
issues are that the bus in not on hardstanding, and that there will be alcohol for sale on the Meadows,
but we see it is such a small bar on the bus that we are comfortable with the control the venue will
afford the bar.
Many thanks,
Andrew
Report on the Edinburgh Civic Forum meeting, City Chambers, 6 March 2018
The main focus of this meeting was on the ‘Challenges in provision of social housing in Edinburgh
(detailed in a presentation by Keith Anderson, CEO of Port of Leith Housing Association) and on the
‘2018 Programme of Place-Making Strategies’ (detailed in a presentation by Ben Wilson, Planning
Officer, CEC.)
Keith Anderson spoke about the enormous demand for social housing in the City (there are currently
158 ‘bids’ for every vacant home) and the evident lack of supply of ‘affordable’ housing (however
‘affordable’ may be defined) as well as the ongoing problem of homelessness, a partial solution to which
is the ‘housing first’ approach.
In response to these issues, CEC, in conjunction with local not-for-profit housing associations, has
devised a Strategic Housing Investment Plan to accelerate the provision of affordable homes and seeks
to deliver 16 000 new homes over the next ten years. Currently, this SHIP is in the first phase of the plan.
Port of Leith Housing Association itself has a programme for social housing and affordable housing and
aspires to create ‘tenure-blind mixed communities’ as well as ‘lifetime homes’ based on adaptable,
accessible design principles. In relation to wider housing issues, the condition on the building of 25%
affordable in private developments was described by Keith Anderson as a help to delivering affordable
housing with little or no cost to the Council, yet this has shown itself to be problematic in itself, where
developers have been unable to meet that condition. Equally problematic has been the matter of
Section 75 contributions and the question of how to ensure developer contributions are paid into the
system. One bold suggestion to remove any reliance on Section 75 would be the introduction of a land
value tax and the repeal of the Land Compensation (Scotland) Act whose aim would be in the long term
to ‘change behaviours [in thinking towards land, land use, land cost and land value] for the public good’.
Indeed at a later point in the meeting, David Leslie, Chief Planning Officer of CEC, encouragingly
commented that ‘changing behaviours is perhaps more important than the current [Planning] Bill itself,’
but cancelled out this seemingly inspired view when he expressed, without irony, that in relation to
planning in general the City of Edinburgh Council ‘has a well-developed suite of planning guidance.’
The other main presentation was on the ‘2018 (and beyond) Programme of Place-Making Strategies’
and the plethora of consultations that are timetabled to take place between now and 2022:
Local Development Plan (LDP), 2016-26
Strategic Development Plan (SDP), 2018-38

Reports and correspondence for: March 2018

Community Plan/Locality Improvement Plan (LOIP), 2018-23
Edinburgh Economy Strategy, March 2018Local Transport Strategy (LTS), 2019-29
Low Emissions Zone (LEZ) April 2019Central Edinburgh Transformation (CET), March 2019in addition to the City Housing Strategy (5 year period, updated annually) and the Open Space Strategy
(10-15 year period, updated every five years.)
In all, these constitute a lorra, lorra consultations, folks. The next meeting of the Edinburgh Civic Forum
is planned to take place on Tuesday 5 June at 4pm, with the focus on connectivity and transport.
Michael Lister
Grove garden AGM Wed 14 Mar 18 at TX com cent
At the above the Grove Chair Wendy Lord welcomed all and after acceptance of previous AGM minutes
gave a report of the year.
Grove continues to thrive and the current situation under MODA looks good for the next year or so
although with some rearrangement on site.
A programme of events is scheduled and the current financial situation of the group is healthy
The current committee was re-elected unopposed
full details on the web site - https://grovecommunitygarden.wordpress.com/
Richard Allen.
Minutes of Tollcross Community Centre Association Wednesday 7 March at 6.30pm
Present
Richard Allen (Chair), Rona Brown, Gandalf, Gina McCaughan (Minutes) Dave Hewitt CLD.
Apologies
Brian McGill, MD Noor Alam, Kenny Owenson, Danny Highnett, Allan Barton, Anne Wigglesworth
1.
All welcomed and introduced
2.
Minutes of Last Meeting and Matters Arising
Minutes of the last meeting proposed by Rona and seconded by Gandalf. All matters arising are on the
Agenda.
3.
Business Matters
a)
Finance Report – There was no Finance Report for this meeting. It was noted that this was the
second meeting that no finance report was provided and it was noted that this unavoidable due to
sickness and holidays.
b)
Danny and Richard attended the meeting on the Draft Guidelines. There is to be a training
session with the Council at the City Chambers on Thursday 8 March and it was agreed that Richard and
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Danny will go to this and report back. Draft Guidelines will be ongoing issue. Gandalf was concerned that
the Gym Hall and Dining Room will be taken over by the Council and that rates for the Community will
rise. Gandalf suggested that Brian advise the Committee on the proportion of Centre lets that come
from lets to use the Gym Hall and Dining Room. Richard spoke of the need to get a list of all the people
and organisations using the Centre Lets. The Community Centre Association will need to look at new
rules for lessees and inform the lessees of the new regulations.
4.
Funding Requests – there were no funding requests
5.
Requests for Centre Lets
Alan Morrison wants to run an Arabic Course for adults starting in June 2018. This would be for small
groups and would be for 10 hours over 5 evenings and would cost £80. Approved to be let at a
commercial rate.
There was an application for a group of adult children of alcoholics. Agreed in principle and suggested
that they pay £5 an hour but to negotiate if this was not agreeable.
6.
Membership Requests – there were no membership requests.
7.
Building Management
a)
Disabled Toilet - Dave reported that the Disabled toilet had been done by the Council and looks
good, they did not change the baby changing station which looks quite grubby. Brian to request
estimates for upgrading toilets.
b)
Door – Quote for door replacement is around £6000. Dave reported that the Council wants a
more expensive door due to its policy on lone workers. Matter ongoing, agreed to get 2 quotes for the
door and wait for Council response to who is responsible for the maintenance of the door.
8.
Centre Staffing – The Centre has one member of staff who has recently returned to work after a
period of sick leave. It was agreed that the Committee formally acknowledge the support from this
worker.
9.
AOCB
Rona asked if the ALP Association could move some furniture in Room 3 to make more space and to let
other people who use the room on an ad hoc basis that the room is specifically the ALP room. This was
agreed.
Elle O’Donnell (?) who runs the Yoga Class dropped in to introduce herself and tell the Committee about
her classes. There are 4 yoga classes run in the Gym Hall from 6 – 7pm. Each class has around 15 to 30
people. All of the users appreciate the low cost of the classes as yoga classes in Edinburgh cost from £12
- £15.
10.
Date of Next Meeting
4 April 2018 at 18:30
The AirBnB phenomenon seminar
Cockburn Association ,Epworth Hall, Nicholson Square, 14.00pm on 14th March 2018
Liz Summerfield
(My notes – comments in brackets and italics are my own.)
Professor Cliff Hague
Defined ‘sharing economy’ as sharing of things otherwise unused. Promotes sustainability through reuse and supports communities.
It’s calculated that the sharing economy will expand by >30% over next 10 years and be worth c. £140b
by 2025. Other advantages - can augment pension income and help prevent old-age poverty
Deficits – impacts on maintenance of shared properties, impacts on community life and access to local
services/infrastructure.
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Glasgow may impose change of use and 90-night maximum use as AirBnB, but there are other
companies offering this service.
Professor Douglas Robertson
Collaborative economy – introduces people who haven’t previously been business people.
2016 – 6272 AirBnB in July, 9658 by September
2500 properties are permanently let in Edinburgh City centre
28 people own c. 10 properties each, 70 people own >20 properties each.
Barcelona - 10K of these properties and short lets need a licence unless within owner’s residence. The
licence means the property is no longer residential and all commercial taxes must be paid. These
properties are designated public business sites and local planning regulations apply.
Berlin – Short lets must be registered, the maximum let is 120 days, and longer letting attracts change of
use, owners of unregistered properties may be fined £25K, and tourist tax applies.
Amsterdam – lets to be no more than 60 days, earnings taxed, and tourist tax applies.
Louise Dickins (owns Dickens letting agency) – proprietor’s view
She reported there had been only 10 nuisance complaints in 2015-16 (no reference to how difficult it is
to get a response, and whether calls or actual action were recorded).
The average number of nights a short-term let is available is 38 (again, no breakdown of how many of
the total number are on permanent short-term hire).Short-term letting is popular because eviction is so
difficult.
Self-catering in the city offers 2.5K jobs (from my observation living next to such a block, most of these
jobs are not filled by local people, and are certainly minimum wage).
Only 3 such properties were closed (because of nuisance) in 2015 (I think they were in the stair next to
my neighbour Stan Player in Grove Street, and it took him more than 3 years to get them closed).
2.5% of the properties to let in Edinburgh are short term, and the Scottish average is 1.6.
John Donnelly, Marketing Edinburgh
(I had trouble following the start of his speech as he was having difficulty with the mic (which was linked
to the induction loop) so although his voice was loud enough to hear, his diction was erratic.)
Edinburgh has c. 500K residents, there are 10K students & 4.1M visitors p.a. The tourist industry is
worth £1.5BN, and tourism creates 38.8K jobs (see my comments above about pay and who does them).
The Festival is the 2nd most attended event after the World Cup (I wondered if maybe 3rd after it and
Olympics).
Barcelona in 1990 had 18K rooms for visitors – 67K in 2016.
(At this point the mic failed again, so I gave up.)
Rosemary Mann, Old Town Residents’ Association
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In the 1980s, the Old Town had lots of sheltered housing, and shelters for the homeless. Students took
over in the late ‘80s-’90s, but now hotels and tourist accommodation have taken over.
There’s one AirBnB listing for every 37 residents in the city centre, and it’s taken just 3 years to destroy
communities. RM is now the only owner-occupier in her 8-flat tenement.
Key safes left outside these buildings for visitors impact on security and insurance costs. It’s very easy to
break in, and since there is a constant stream of strangers, it’s impossible to tell who is entitled to be on
the property and who is not.
Maintenance is also affected – not just in terms of other owners not caring what state the building is in,
but also in the time required to get repairs done, since she is the only person who bothers to do it.
Consequently, the property deteriorates faster because it takes so long to get any repairs done.
Andrew Mitchell – Regulatory Services Manager, CEC
Issues affecting AirBnB and similar operations:
Impact on supply of rented homes
Erosion of communities
Not suitable for tenemented properties
Noise (where short-term lets are clustered amongst residential housing)
Antisocial behaviour
Tax avoidance
He noted that there will have been many more complaints than are recorded. Many of these properties
would otherwise be a permanent home. Not owner’s main residence (so likely to be poorly
maintained). AirBnB is not the only business in this sector, and CEC management needs to acknowledge
this.
He provided the following figures:
41% of Edinburgh residents hosts AirBnB (or similar)
51% of 411,000 stays here was AirBnB
55% of renters let the entire house
53% let for under 30 days, but 21% let for over 90
There is no requirement to register as a short-term landlord under schemes like AirBnB. CEC has limited
powers at present. The properties are not the visitors’ main residences, so there’s no requirement to
license them or register as HMOs. If they were regarded as commercial properties, which they aren’t at
present, planning permission would be required for change of use.
Antisocial behaviour powers only apply to permanent residents – the council has limited powers to take
action against landlords who let to rowdy parties. It can be very expensive for the council to use ASB
legislation on short-term lets. (See my comment above about Stan Player’s neighbour. The council took
over management of 3 flats in that tenement, and my requests to know what the landlord was paying
the council for managing his property were ignored.)
The Scottish Government would have to introduce licensing, registration; negative licensing (ban or
remove operator from the market); and to introduce powers to vet operators and grant, suspend or
revoke licences.
Liz Summerfield
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India Quay update
I know many of you have had a close interest in the Housing and Economy Committee discussion on
India Quay this week. Unfortunately, because the committee paper had commercially sensitive stuff like
site values in it, the discussion had to be in private.
However, for those of you who attend the Fountainbridge Sounding Board this is an item for next
week’s meeting, so it will be discussed there. And so in that context I can give a summary of where we
are, stripped of the commercially sensitive bits of course.
Over the last few months I have worked quite hard with officers on ensuring that the recommendations
for the site were informed by the community ambitions for the site. In addition, my Green colleagues
on the Housing and Economy Committee today put forward an amendment, which I fed into, which was
accepted almost in entirety. So the description below is the paper as passed with the Green
amendment.
1. On the housing site W1-W4, the design in the masterplan remains (although there will be some
changes to the detailed consent) but the operating model changes from the EDI proposal of
commercial build-to-rent. Instead the council will lead the development of a mixed tenure
scheme with 40% affordable rent; 60% market homes for sale. The number of socially-rented
homes is double that of the EDI scheme. The Green amendment calls for further increases in
social housing to be looked at; and for ways of ensuring that the homes for sale remain occupied
as people’s only and principal home.
2. On the office/workspace site E2, the agreement is that this is office/workspace led (with a focus
on supporting smaller business/social enterprise growth) but with some complementary
development to derisk it – either housing or hotel. The Green amendment argued that it should
by housing by default but that was the only bit we did not get accepted so it remains open as to
whether it is housing or hotel. The Green amendment also said that the possibility of E2 being
council owned and developed in the long term should be retained.
3. On the site E1, that is going to Finance Committee as a proposal to sell to Vastint in order to give
their next door development some coherence. In my view that is a good proposal.
4. On district heating that is noted as a key part of the site with a further report to come on
progress as well as linking up to adjacent sites.
5. On Boroughmuir High School a feasibility study is currently being carried out into providing
expansion space along Dundee Street in the direct of Gibson Terrace.
6. Finally, the committee also agreed to get ahead with site preparation works this year. For sites
W1-W4 and E2, the work is planned to start on actual construction in 2020. The aim is to
complete all development by 2025.
Gavin Corbett Councillor for Fountainbridge-Craiglockhart

Tollcross Community Council Councillors: Fiona Allen, Richard Allen, Paul Beswick, Iain Black
Andrew Brough, Roger Colkett, Andrew Devenport, Chris McGregor, Liz Summerfield, Ann Wigglesworth.
Tollcross Community Council Responsibilities: Community Councils Liaison Coordinator – Liz
Summerfield, Planning – Paul Beswick, Licensing Forum – Roger Colkett, Media monitoring – Liz
Summerfield, Health – Chris McGregor, Built Environment – Michael Lister (co-opted), Fountainbridge
Canalside Initiative – Richard Allen, Licensing – Roger Colket, Edinburgh Civic Forum – Roger Colkett,
Michael Lister (co-opted), Meadows’ Festival – Andy Devenport, Liz Summerfield, Friends of the
Meadows and Bruntsfield Links – Iain Black, Canalside Festival – Richard Allen, Edinburgh Old Town
Development Trust – Roger Colkett, Michael Lister (co-opted), Fountainbridge Steering Group – Richard
Allen, Canal Management Committee – Richard Allen. Community Centre Liaison – Richard Allen.
Tollcross City of Edinburgh Councillors:
Tollcross Community Council is covered by 3 Wards for Edinburgh Council (Fountainbridge/Craiglockhart,
Morningside and City Centre). Since the boundary changes for the 2017 Local Elections we are now 95%
or so covered by the City Centre Ward and will be mostly working with our City Centre Councillors.
Ward 9 Fountainbridge/Craiglockhart Gavin Corbett (Green) Andrew Johnston (Con) David Key (SNP)
Ward 10 Morningside Nick Cook (Con) Melanie Main (Green) Neil Ross (LibDem) Many Watt (Lab)
Ward 11 City Centre Karen Doren (Lab) Claire Miller (Green) Jonna Mowat (Con) Alasdair Rankin (SNP).
Tollcross MSP’s: Edinburgh Central Ruth Davidson (Con). Lothian Regional List Jeremy Balfour (Con),
Miles Briggs (Con), Kezia Dugdale (Lab), Neil Findlay (Lab), Alison Johnstone (Green), Gordon Lindhurst
(Con), Andy Wightman (Green).
Tollcross MP’s: Edinburgh East Tommy Sheppard (SNP) Edinburgh South West Joanna Cherry (SNP).
Tollcross Community Council area:
Members of the public who live in
the Tollcross Community Council
area are very welcome to attend
our meetings.

Contact Tollcross Community Council via:
Online: www.tollcrosscc.org.uk | Twitter: @TollcrossCC | email: sec@tollcrosscc.org.uk

