Tollcross Community Council
Notice of Meeting and Agenda
30th November 2016
7pm Tollcross Community centre
Room 4

Contact Tollcross Community Council via:
http://www.tollcrosscc.org.uk/| @TollcrossCC | sec@tollcrosscc.org.uk

Agenda: 28th September 2016

Tollcross Community Council
Agenda 30th November 2016

Tollcross Community Education Centre 117 Fountainbridge

1. Welcome & apologies – Additional Agenda items.
2. Declaration of interests.
3. Police matters – With local community officers.
4. Speaker – Ruth Davidson (Conservative) MSP for Edinburgh Central.
a. Questions to Ruth.
5. Minutes October 26th 2016 – Acceptance & Matters arising.
6. Local matters and issues
a. Christmas Party - AB
b. Membership of FoMBL - IB
7. Councillors’ Comments & Questions.
8. Planning – PB.
9. Licensing – RC.
10. Reports in addition to those written.
11. AOCB

Please note we do not meet in December
Next Meeting: January 25th 2017
At Tollcross Community Centre.

Minutes: Draft October 26th 2016

Tollcross Community Council
Minutes of Meeting of Wednesday 26th October 2016 at 7pm
Tollcross Community Education Centre, 117 Fountainbridge
1. Welcome and Apologies –
Present: Paul Beswick (Treasurer), Andrew Brough (Chair), Liz Summerfield (Secretary); Richard Allen,
Iain Black, Roger Colkett, Andy Devenport, Michael Lister, Katie McGhee, Chris McGregor, Ann
Wigglesworth. CEC Councillor: Cllr Melanie Main. Police: PC John Pennycook. Members of the public:
J.J. Mary Hatakka, Andreas Wilhelm. Apologies: Fiona Allen; Cllrs Burns, Corbett, Key.
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.
2. Declaration of Interests – The Chair spoke to the desirability of the need for members to declare at
the outset of each meeting any interests in agenda items under discussion. This suggestion was
accepted as good practice. In relation to FOMBL, Andy Devenport, Roger Colkett and Chris McGregor
declared interests; Meadows’ Festival – Andy Devenport and Liz Summerfield; Museum of Fire – Liz
Summerfield; FCI – Richard Allen.
The Chair then invited PC Pennycook to present his report.
3. Police Matters – PC Pennycook announced that the new policing model had now been introduced
and that this would provide greater stability and better continuity of personnel for community policing.
He then provided a resume of Ward 9 crime figures. Operation Half Beak had taken place during
September in the Fountainbridge part of the ward and that this had focussed on detecting drug-dealing
and anti-social behaviour. This ‘disruption and dispersal’ operation had included ‘vertical controls’ (i.e.
policing up and down tenements) and while it was felt it had made something of a difference, an impact
review was still to be carried out and the results of this would be reported in due course. PC Pennycook
then presented figures for September – these included 3 break-ins; 3 minor assaults; 2 road safety
offences; 3 thefts of motor cycles, 1 car and 3 bicycle thefts; 1 hate-crime via Facebook that was under
investigation. P C Pennycook also explained that there had been police visits to a number of local
business premises recently, aimed at crime prevention, and leaflets and advice had been dispensed.
Andy Devenport asked PC Pennycook about the on-going problem of cyclists speeding on the Canalside
cycle-path and their general disregard for pedestrians, and there followed a discussion about these
issues. Acknowledging this as a di cult problem, the meeting felt that a solution to tackle this anti- social
behaviour might be in better cyclist education.
4. Minutes and matter arising from meeting of 28 September –
Matters arising – Corrections:
Item 1. Welcome and Apologies: Cllr Burns’s apologies to be added.
Item 3.a. Election of Executive – Liz Summerfield intimated that she was happy to act as Secretary in the
longer term.
Acceptance – the minutes of the meeting of 28 September were then accepted as correct.
5. Local matters –
a. Proposed hotel on EDI site – Richard Allen spoke to this matter and explained that there was no new
or further information about this development, and that any information from EDI had been obscure.
He was to attend a Sounding Board meeting on 16 November and was asked by the Chair to register our
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displeasure at the lack of clarity regarding the intention of EDI in relation to the hotel proposal. It was
noted that Ann Wigglesworth would attend the same meeting in place of Paul Beswick. It was also noted
that Andy Devenport would attend a meeting of the Edinburgh Development Board as a delegate from
the Edinburgh Canal Society and that he would report back.
ACTION: Richard Allen
b. Length of events in the Meadows – Andrew Brough gave some background to this perennially vexed
and contentious issue and invited members to give their thoughts on the subject. There followed a
lengthy and spirited discussion about the many substantial matters that relate to this matter. These
included: the environmental issues regarding drainage and damage to already compacted ground, preevent treatment of grass and post-event re-seeding; the use of public space for private pro t; restricted
public access to public space during the summer months; the number of events currently being held on
the Meadows and possible variations on lengths of events; income-generation from large events and
any direct benefits to the Meadows through specific targeted spending (if applicable); the importance of
keeping up pressure on the Council to review its position on large events; the question of changing
previous policy of TXCC on large events or adopting a new policy; the need for the ground to be given
space to rest at various times, and so on...
After this lengthy discussion, the Chair summarised the various options, and Katie McGhee proposed
that TXCC adopt the policy of limiting all commercial events to a maximum of 15 days and to rest the
ground every three years from commercial events, thus leaving it fallow for one year in four. This was
seconded by Andrew Brough and adopted unanimously.
ACTION: Andrew Brough
c. Museum of Fire – Liz Summerfield updated the meeting on the fate of the Museum. She had received
a communication that morning from the Museum intimating that it would close to the public on Friday
28 October, with the building to be vacated by 16 December, and that sta were now in the process of
packing up exhibits.
After expressions of regret from the meeting, Roger Colkett moved that TXCC note that it was appalled
to see the closure of the Museum of Fire and for it to be moved out of the area, and this was carried
unanimously.
d. Proposed notification of standard lease for use by HMO landlords – in the absence of Fiona Allen,
this item is to be held over until a later meeting. Richard Allen noted that there were currently 8 HMO
applications in Lauriston Gardens alone.
6. Councillors’ Comments – Cllr Main updated the meeting on possible solutions to the on-going
problem relating to trade waste and that she had been invited to carry out a site visit with CEC officials.
This visit she would make with Iain Black in attendance. She also reminded the meeting that Community
Councils were not entirely powerless in this matter and could take part in the forthcoming Council
consultation about local services, particularly in relation to
planning permission for bins for business waste, and the requirement for the Council to enforce its own
policies.
ACTION: Cllr Main and Iain Black
Cllr Main also mentioned that a new cycle-route was to be built linking the Meadows to Castle Terrace,
via Lauriston Pl and Lady Lawson St, and that this was scheduled to open in 2017/18.
On the question of the apparent suspension of the building of the cycle-route from the Canal through
Home St/Tarvit St to the Meadows, she said that she would look into this.
ACTION: Cllr Main

Minutes: Draft October 26th 2016

In the absence of Cllr Corbett, Liz Summerfield read a short report from him in which he referred to the
forthcoming ward boundary changes, which would result in even less of Tollcross falling within his ward;
the on-going disquiet about poor road signage in the Fountainbridge area; and the demolition of the last
remnant of the Palais de Danse, which the developers were unwilling to retain.
7. Planning – Paul Beswick reported that there had been delays recently in receiving papers from the
Planning Department (see his email of 19 October, circulated to all members) and observed that of late
there was an increasing number of applications for change of use of premises in the area.
In relation to the old Boroughmuir School application, although this was out with our community council
area, he would continue to liaise with members of Merchiston Community Council.
Further to the two recent PANS (old Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh – University of Edinburgh –
16/04490/PAN and at Q26 and Q27, 1 Lauriston Place – 16/04412/PAN) Paul Beswick would contact the
developers of the RST project and comment on the look of the current plans. In relation to the second
project, there would be no objection from TXCC, as we are always in favour of housing.
ACTION: Paul Beswick
8. Licensing – Roger Colkett reported that there was nothing new in the period and that the application
from Concorde for a late hour’s licence had been not granted.
9. Reports in addition to those written – none
10. AOCB – The Chair intimated that Richard Allen would act as a Community Councillor at TXCC while
also being the current representative of FCI under the Local Interest Groups at TXCC.
The Chair moved that Michael Lister be co-opted again for a further period, with an interest in the built
environment. This was accepted unanimously.
The Chair reminded members that Ruth Davidson MSP would be speaking at the November meeting,
with the Treasurer saying that such meetings with local politicians were always beneficial.
The meeting closed at 8.55pm.
Date of next meeting:
Wednesday 30th November 2016 at 7pm, Tollcross Community Centre

Reports & Correspondences: November 2016
List of reports
Capital cooperative event
Barrier to involvement in planning
Tollcross Community Centre Association AGM
FoMBL Meeting

Capital cooperative event: 11th November
This event with attendees from many interested parties -council- community services and volunteer
sector was designed to reflect and agree upon cooperative capital projects that have taken place over
the past five years and to discuss future actions .after opening remarks, Cllr Burns gave a resume of
what had been achieved and the strengths and weakness of the project including Harlow Hydro and the
solar panel projects the social projects such as dumbydykes , various child services and others
Ed Mayo of coops UK gave an “outsiders view and Alison Dowling spoke about the capital credit union
There was then a session where different teams selected the top five projects (results to follow)
and three areas for future projects (community gardens was very high on the list)
Cllr Ross closed the event looking forward to new cooperative ventures and particularly in the light of
the Community empowerment act.
Richard Allen
Barriers to involvement in planning: 14th November
A party of invitees from local and community groups throughout Scotland was asked to discuss the
barriers to planning involvement from the community perspective
The workshop was organised as part of the ongoing working party on planning reform organised and run
by SECD and was chaired by John Lord
The experiences from around the country were distressingly the same and all felt that the efforts of
communities were hamstrung due the lack of any formal powers, an unequal playing field, lack of
transparency. Which all results in disillusionment with the system and a failure of the public to engage in
community matters. Failure to utilise local knowledge coupled with blind faith in developers costs
money.
We’ve all heard it before but it is good to know that we are all in it together. This is a national disgrace.
(but there again The National Disgrace was a building/planning issue). The report is due to go to the
Scottish Govt. by the end of the year.
Richard Allen
Tollcross Community Centre Association AGM: 16th November 2016

This was attended by the trustees of Tollcross Community Centre Association and representatives of the
user organisation. There were disappointingly few of the latter.
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Trustees for 2016 were nominated & elected. Margaret Drysdale, Outlook Project, resigned and was
thanked for her many years work as Secretary of the Association. All other Trustees agreed to continue.
It was noted that new trustees are needed. Office Bearers will be appointed at the next meeting.
The accounts 2015-2016 were presented and accepted.
Reports from 4 user’s groups were presented but it was noted that this response was a poor reflection
of the number of users. Work needs to be done on this.
Main concern is the policy of the CEC Dept. of Continued Learning to pass over the supervision of the
Community Centre to local volunteers. Dave Hewitt, Community Education Worker is likely to be moved
to another Centre leaving 1 part time admin worker plus Volunteers. The meeting considered that it
would be impossible to run the Centre effectively with so little paid staff time. Discussion to be
continued.
Front door: efforts to get this converted to automatic opening are proving very difficult as the present
framework would not support the weight of such a door. Also, expensive. CEC is not willing to pay for it
as the future of the Centre is not clear. All CEC properties are required to provide access for wheelchair
users and others who cannot, presently, open these doors. Discussion continuing with CEC officers.
Ann Wigglesworth
Papers available, including Accounts, on request from Ann
Friends of the Meadows and Bruntsfield Links (FOMBL) Autumn Public Meeting: 18th November 2016
In addition to the fascinating talk ‘Running and my life. Why the Meadows?’ given by FOMBL member,
Olympic athlete and WWII refugee Martin Hyman, the business at this meeting focussed on the future
projects which FOMBL hopes to be able realise with the assistance of funding from CEC derived from the
commercial operations on the Meadows, most notably from Underbelly’s residence during the Fringe.
These projects include the introduction of gym equipment, new signage and information panels, each of
which engendered lively discussion. An update on the conservation and re-installation of the Jawbone
Arch had been received that day and Chair Heather Goodare provided detailed information on this item
including the reasons for the delayed progress.
Iain Black

Useful Information

Tollcross Community Council Councillors: Fiona Allen, Richard Allen, Paul Beswick, Iain Black
Andrew Brough, Roger Colkett, Andrew Devenport, Katie McGhee, Chris McGregor, Liz Summerfield
Ann Wigglesworth.
Tollcross Community Council Responsibilities: Richard Allen FCI, Civic Forum via FCI, Paul Beswick
Treasurer, Planning, Iain Black FoMBL, Licensing deputy, Old Town Development Trust , Andrew Brough
Chairperson, Website, Twitter, SCNP, Roger Colkett Licensing, CCNP, Civic Forum, Alcohol Focus Scotland
, Old Town Development Trust, Andrew Devenport SWNP, Chris McGregor Health, Liz Summerfield
Secretary, Media Monitoring and Meadows Festival Ann Wigglesworth South Central Neighbourhood
Partnership Safety Group.
Tollcross Councillors: Ward 9 Fountainbridge/Craiglockhart Andrew Burns (Lab) Gavin Corbett (Green)
David Key (SNP) Ward 10 Meadows/Morningside Paul Godzik (Lab) Sandy Howat (SNP) Mark Mcinnes
(Con) Melanie Main (Green) Ward 11 City Centre Karen Doren (Lab) Jonna Mowat (Con) Alasdair Rankin
(SNP).
Tollcross MSP’s: Edinburgh Central Ruth Davidson (Con). Lothian Regional List Jeremy Balfour (Con),
Miles Briggs (Con), Kezia Dugdale (Lab), Neil Findlay (Lab), Alison Johnstone (Green), Gordon Lindhurst
(Con), Andy Wightman (Green).
Tollcross MP’s: Edinburgh East Tommy Sheppard (SNP) Edinburgh South West Joanna Cherry (SNP).
Abbreviations: CCNP – City Centre Neighbourhood Partnership. CCSNT – City Centre Safer Neighbourhood
Team. EACC – Edinburgh Association of Community Councils. FCI – Fountainbridge Canal Initiative. FCSB Fountainbridge Canalside Sounding Board. FoMBL – Friends of the Meadows and Bruntsfield Links. FSG Fountainbridge Steering Group. OTDT – Old Town Development Trust. MP – Member of Parliament MSP
– Member of the Scottish Parliament SCNP – South Central Neighbourhood Partnership. SCSNT - South
Central Safer Neighbourhood Team. SWNP – South West Neighbourhood Partnership. SWSNT - South
West Safer Neighbourhood Team. TCCA - Tollcross Community Centre Association.

Contact Tollcross Community Council via:
Online: www.tollcrosscc.org.uk | Twitter: @TollcrossCC | email: sec@tollcrosscc.org.uk

